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DEAN TUCKEE'S PAMPHLET. 

"A LETTER FROM A MERCHANT IN LONDON TO HIS NEPHEW IN 
NORTH AMERICA," 1766. 

[We reprint this pamphlet by Eev. Josiah Tucker, D.D., Dean of 
Gloucester, "relative to the Present Posture of Affairs in the Colonies, 
in which the supposed Violation of Charters, and the several Grievances 
complained of, are particularly discussed, and the Consequences of an 
Attempt towards Independency set in a true Light," from Benjamin 
Franklin's own copy in the Library of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania. We also present a fac-simile of the title-page, and the critical 
marginal notes by Franklin, with which the pamphlet abounds, have 
been indicated by his initials, "B. F." 

Dean Tucker was born at Langharne, Carmarthenshire, Wales, in 
1712 ; died November, 4, 1799, and is buried in Gloucester Cathedral. 
He always took a keen interest in matters of politics and trade, and 
became noted by his writings upon the American troubles. In various 
pamphlets he maintained that a separation from the Colonies was de- 
sirable ; that the supposed advantages of the Colonial trade to the 
mother country was a delusion. On the other hand, he maintained 
that the Colonies turned adrift would fall out with each other and be 
glad to return to political union. He was rather a crotchety and in- 
consistent writer and inclined to be meddlesome. In one of his works 
he charged Franklin with having promoted the passage of the Stamp 
Act and making application for the position of stamp distributor. In 
the correspondence which followed these strictures on his conduct and 
character Franklin wrote to the Dean : "Nothing can be farther from 
the truth than your assertion that I applied or used any interest, directly 
or indirectly, to be appointed one of the stamp officers for America. I 
certainly never expressed a wish of the kind to any person whatever ; 
much less was I, as you say, ' more than ordinarily assiduous on this 
head.' . . . If on such reconsideration and inquiry you find, as I am 
persuaded you will, that you have been imposed upon by false reports, 
or have too lightly given credit to hearsays, in a matter that concerns 
another's reputation, I flatter myself that your equity will induce you 
to do me justice by retracting that accusation." — Ed. Pen'na. Mag.] 



308 



Dean Tucker's Pamphlet, 



A 

LETTER 

FROM A 

MERCHANT in LONDON 

TO H I S 

Nephew inNORTH AMERICA, 

RELATIVE TO THE 

Prefent Pofture of AiFaks in tbe Colonies 

I » WHICH 

Thefuppofed Violation of Charters, and the leveral 
Grievances complained. of, are particularly difcui^, 
an4 the Confequences of an Attempt towards Inde- 
pendency fet in a true Light- 

And it is farther ena^ed and declared by the Authority 
aforefaid. That all Lavsrs, By-Laws, Ufages, or Cuf- 
toms, at this Time, or which hereafter fliall be in 
I'radtice, ot endea-voured, or pretended to be in Force, or 
Praftice, in any of the 'faid Plantations, which are «) 
any-wife repugnant to the before-mentioned Laws, o? 
any of diem, fo far as th'ey do relate to the faid Plaa- 
taaons, or any oi them, or which are any-wife repug- 
nant to this prefent Aft, or to any other Lana heriafter 
to he isadg in this Kingdom, (o far as fnch Law ihali re- 
late to and mention the faid Plantations, are illegal, i 
null, and void, to all Intents andPurpofes whatfo-J 



ever. 



7 and 8 W. IIL Cap. 22. Sed, 9. 



LONDON: 

PrihfedforJ.WAiTERsatHomer'sHeadjCharingCrofs, 
MDCC LXVL 



i»^tyt Mt 




.^-^..^-^ ^2^1^ :/^t^^^^ 



/ 



',2?>»3^ <^— -y 



^^Axlpi^-Jj £>^ >^^^^^"**^^ /^f^!i^Z.^^f^ ■• 



Dean Tucker's Pamphlet. 309 



A I LBTTEE | PEOM A | MEECHANT IN LONDON | TO 
HIS i NEPHEW IN NOETH AMEEIOA. | 

Dear Cousin, 

YOUR Letters gave me formerly no small Pleasure, 
because they seem to have proceeded from a good 
Heart, guided by an Understanding more enlight- 
ened than is usually found among young Men. And the 
honest Indignation you express against those Artifices and 
Frauds, those Robberies and Insults, which lost us the 
Hearts and Affections of the Indians, is particularly to be 
commended: for these were the Things, as you justly ob- 
served, which involved us in the most bloody and expensive 
War that ever was known : and these, by being repeated, 
will stimulate the poor injured Savages to redress their 
Wrongs, and retaliate the Injury as soon as they can, by 
some Means or other. You did therefore exceedingly right, 
in manifesting the utmost Abhorrence and Detestation of 
all such Practices.^ 

But of late I cannot say, that I receive the same Satis- 
faction from your Correspondence. For you are vastly 
altered from what you were ; your Mind seems to be in a 
continual Agitation: you assert and deny in the same 
Breath ; and, instead of maintaining any one regular, co- 
herent System, you blend opposite Systems together, not 
reflecting on the palpable Contradictions resulting from such 
a Conduct.- — Discontented you, and your Countrymen, cer- 
tainly are to a great Degree : but whether your Discontent 
arises from a Desire of Change, and of making Innovations 

1 This is wickedly intended by the Author (Dean Tucker) to represent 
the English N. Americans as the Cause of the War. Whereas it was in 
fact begun by the French, who seized the Goods & Persons of the 
English Traders on the Ohio : encroached on the King's Lands in Nova 
Scotia & took a Fort from the Ohio Company by force of Arms,. which 
indue' d England to make Eeprisals at Sea, & to send Braddock to 
recover the Forts on the Ohio, whence came on the War. [B. F.] 
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in your Form of Government, — or from a mistaken JS'otion, 
that we are making Innovations in it, is hard to sa,y. 

Give me leave therefore to expostulate with you, on this 
strange Alteration in your Conduct. I have a right to do 
it on every Account : and you know me well to be the in- 
variable Friend to the Rights and Liberties, civil and 
religious, of all Mankind. You indeed talk loudly of Chains, 
and exclaim vehemently against Slavery : but surely you do 
not suspect, that I can entertain the most distant Wish of 
making any Man a Slave, much less my ov/n Brother's Son, 
and my next of kin. — So far from it, that whether I can 
make you a Convert to my way of thinking or not, I shall 
still act by you as my nearest Relation : being always de- 
sirous of allowing that Liberty to others, which I hope ever 
to enjoy myself, viz. of letting every Man see with his own 
Eyes, and act according to his own Judgment : — This, I say, 
I would willingly indulge every Man in, as far as ever is 
consistent with good Government, and the public Safety. 
For indeed Governments there must be of some Eind or 
other ; and Peace and Subordination are to be preserved ; 
— otherwise, there would be no such Thing as true Liberty 
subsisting in the "World. 

In pursuance therefore of this rational Plan of Liberty, 
give me Leave to ask you, young Man, "What is it you mean 
by repeating to me so often in every Letter, The Spirit of the 
Constitution ? I own, I do not much approve of this Phrase, 
because its Meaning is so vague and indeterminate ; and be- 
cause it may be made to serve all Purposes alike, good or 
bad. And indeed it has been my constant Remark, That 
when Men were at a Loss for solid Arguments and Matters 
of Fact, in their political Disputes, they then had recourse 
to the Spirit of the Constitution as to their last Shift, and 
the only Thing they had to say. An American, for Ex- 
ample, now insists. That according to the Spirit of the 
English Constitution, he ought not to be taxed without his 
own Consent, given either by himself, or by a Representa- 
tive in Parliament chosen by himself. "Why ought he not ? 
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And doth the Constitution say in so many Words, That he 
ought not ? — Or doth it say, That every Man either hath, or 
ought to have, or was intended to have a Vote for a Mem- 
ber of Parliament ? ~Eo, by no Means : the Constitution 
says no such Thing. But the Spirit of it doth ; and that is 
as good, perhaps better. Very well: See then how this 
same Spirit will presently wheel about, and assert a Doc- 
trine quite repugnant to the Claims and Positions of you 
Americans. Magna Charta, for Example, is the great 
Foundation of English Liberties, and the Basis of the Eng- 
lish Constitution. Bxit, by the Spirit of Magna Charta, all 
Taxes laid on by Parliament are constitutional, legal Taxes ; '• 
and Taxes raised by the Prerogative of the Crown, without 
the Consent of Parliament are illegal. Now remember, 
young Man, That the late Tax or Duties upon Stamps was 
laid on by Parliament ; and therefore, according to your 
own "Way of reasoning, must have been a regular, consti- 
tutional, legal Tax. Nay more, the principal End and In- 
tention of Magna Charta, as far as Taxation is concerned, 
was to assert the Authority and Jurisdiction of the three 
Estates of the Kingdom, in Opposition to the sole Preroga- 
tive of the King : so that if you will now plead the Spirit 
of Magna Charta against the Jurisdiction of Parliament, 
you will plead Magna Charta against itself.^ 

^ There is no doubt but Taxes laid in Parliament where the Parlia- 
ment hath Jurisdiction, are legal Taxes ; but doth it follow that Taxes 
laid by the Parliament of England on Scotland before the Union, on 
Guernsey, Jersey, Ireland, Hanover, or any other Dominions of the 
Crown not within the Realm, are therefore legal. — ^These Writers against 
the Colonies all bewilder themselves by supposing the Colonies within 
the Realm, which is not the Case, nor ever was. [B. F.] 

^ This then is the Spirit of the Constitution, that Taxes shall not be 
laid with the Consent of those to be taxed. The Colonies were not then 
in being and therefore nothing relating to them could be literally ex- 
press'd. As the Americans are now without the Eealm, and out of the 
Jurisdiction of Parliament, the Spirit of the British Constitution dictates, 
that they should be taxed only by their own Eepresentatives, as the 
English are by theirs. [B. F.] 
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Leaving therefore all these shifting, unstable Topics, 
which, like changeable Silks, exhibit different Colours, ac- 
cording as they are viewed in different Lights ; let us from 
the Spirit of the Constitution, come to the Constitution itself. 
Por this is a plain, obvious Matter of Fact : and Matters of 
Fact are said to be stubborn Things. ISTow the first Emi- 
grants, who settled in America, were certainly English Sub- 
jects: — subject to the Laws and Jurisdiction of Parliament, 
and consequently to parliamentary Taxes, before their Emi- 
gration; and therefore subject aftenoards, unless some legal, 
constitutional Exemption can be produced.^ 

IsTow this is the Question, and the sole Question between 
you and me, reduced to a plain, single Matter of Fact. Is 
there therefore any such Exemption, as here pretended ? 
And if you have it, why do you not produce it ? — " The 
King, you say, hath granted Charters of Exemption to the 
American Colonies." This is now coming to the Point: 
and this will bring the Dispute to a short Issue. Let us 
therefore first enquire, Whether he could legally and con- 
stitutionally grant you such a Charter ? And secondly, 
"WTiether he did ever so much as attempt to do it ? And 
whether any such Charters are upon Record ? 

E'ow, upon the first settling of an English Colony, and 

^ TMs Position supposes, that Englishmen can never be out of the 
Jurisdiction of Parliament. It may as well be said, that wherever an 
Englishman resides, that Country is England. While an Englishman 
resides in England he is undoubtedly subject to its Laws. If he goes 
into a foreign Country he is subject to the Laws and Government he 
finds there. If he finds no Government or Laws there, he is subject 
there to none, till he & his Companions if he has any make Laws for 
themselves ; and this was the Case of the first Settlers in America. 
Otherwise & if they carried the English Laws & Power of Parliam' with 
them, what Advantage could the Puritans propose to themselves by going, 
since they would have been as subject to Bishops, Spiritual Courts, 
Tythes, and Statutes relating to the Church in America as in England ? 
Can the Dean on his Principles tell us how it happens that those Laws, 
the Game Acts, the Statutes for Labourers, & an infinity of others made 
before & since the Emigration, are not in force in America, nor ever 
were? [B. F.] 
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before ever you, Americans, could have chosen any Repre- 
sentatives, and therefore before any Assembly of such Rep- 
resentatives could have possibly met, — to whose Laws, and 
to what legislative Power were you then subject ? To the 
English most undoubtedly ; for you could have been Subject 
to no other.^ You were Englishmen yourselves ; and you car- 
ried the English Grovernment, and an English Charter over 
along with you. This being the Case, were you not then in 
the same Condition, as to Constitutional Rights and Liber- 
ties, with the rest of your Fellow-subjects, who remained in 
England? Certainly you were.^ I most cordially agree, 
that you ought not to have been placed in a worse: and 
surely you had no Right to expect a better.^ Suppose 
therefore, that the Crown had been so ill advised, as to 
have granted a Charter to any City or County here in 
England, pretending to exempt them from the Power 
and Jurisdiction of an English Parliament ; '' what would 

^ The Author here appears quite ignorant of the Fact. The Colonies 
carried no Laws with them, They carried only a Power of making Law, 
or adopting such Parts of the English Law, or of any other Law, as 
they should think suitable to their Circumstances. The first Settlers of 
Connecticut, for Instance, at their first Meeting in that Country, finding 
themselves out of all Jurisdiction of other Governments, resolved and 
enacted, That till a Code of Laws should be prepared and agreed to, 
they would be governed by the Law of Moses, as contained in the Old 
Testament. [B. F.] 

^ You are too positive, M"^ Dean. [B. F.] 

' If the first Settlers had no Eight to expect a better Constitution, what 
Fools were they for going over, to encounter all the Hardships & Perils 
of new Settlements in a Wilderness ! — for these were so many Additions 
to what they suffer'd at home from tyrannical & oppressive Institutions 
in Church & State, if they carried those Institutions with them with a 
Substraction of all their old Enjoyments of the Conveniencies & Com- 
forts of an old Settled Country, Friends, Neighbours, Eelations, Homes, 
&c. &c. [B. F.] 

* The American Settlers needed no Exemption from the Power of Par- 
liam' they were necessarily exempted as soon as they landed out of its 
Jurisdiction. Therefore all this Ehetorical Paragraph is founded on a 
Mistake of the Author ; and the Absurdity he talks of is of his own 
Making. [B. F.] 
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the Judges ? what would the Lawyers 1 nay, what would 
you Americans have said to it? Apply this now to 
your own Case: for surely you cannot wish to have it 
put upon a fairer footing : try therefore, and see, and then 
tell me ; is it possible for you to believe, that the King has 
a Power vested in him by the Oonstitiition of dividing his 
Kingdom into several independent States, and petty King- 
doms, like the Heptarchy in the Times of the Saxons ? Or 
can you really imagine, that he could crumble the Parlia- 
mentary Authority and Jurisdiction, were he so minded, 
into Bits and Fragments, by assigning one Parliament to 
one City or County, — another to another, — and so on ? Is 
it possible, I say, for you to believe an Absurdity so gross 
and glaring ? And yet gross and palpable as this Absurdity 
is, you must either believe it, or adopt a still greater, viz. 
that, though the King cannot do these strange things in 
England, yet he can do them all in America ; because his 
Eoyal Prerogative, like Wire coiled up in a Box, can be 
stretched and drawn out to almost any Length, according to 
the Distance and Extent of his Dominions. Good Heavens ! 
what a sudden Alteration is this ! An American pleading 
for the Extension of the Prerogative of the Crown ? Yes, 
if it could make for his Cause ; — and for extending it too 
beyond all the Bounds of Law, of Reason, and of Common 
Sense ! ^ 

But though I have for Argument's sake, and merely to 
confute you in your own Way, here supposed, that the 
Crown had been so ill advised, as to grant Charters to the 
Colonies so unconstitutional and illegal, as these undoubt- 
edly must have been ; — ^yet the Pact itself is far otherwise ; ^ 

^ What Stuff I Wliy may not an American plead for the just Pre- 
rogatives of the Crown? & is it not a just Prerogative of the Crown to 
give the Subjects Leave to settle in a foreign Country if they think it 
necessary to ask such Leave ? Was the Parliament at all considered or 
consulted in making these iirst Settlements ? or did any Lawyer then 
think it necessary ? [B. F.] 

^ Our former Princes claimed a Eight, and frequently exercised the 
Power of levying Taxes, without the Consent of Parliament. But upon 
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for no such Charters were ever granted. Nay, many of 
your Colony Charters assert quite the contrary, by contain- 
ing express Reservations of Parliamentary Rights, particu- 
larly that great one of levying Taxes.' And those Charters 
which do not make such Provisoes in express Terms, must 
be supposed virtually to imply them ; ^ because the Law and 
Constitution will not allow, that the King can do more 
either at home or abroad, by the Prerogative Royal, than 
the Law and Constitution authorize him to do.^ 

However, if you are still doubtful, and if you would wish 
to have a Confirmation of this Argument by some plain 
Fact, some striking Proof, and visible Example; — I will 
give you one ; and such an one too, as shall convince you, 
if any thing can, of the Folly and Absurdity of your Posi- 
tions : the City of London, for instance,'' a Body Politic as 

settling the Colonies, this supposed Eight, which cost Charles I. his 
Crown, and his Life, was not insisted on in any of the Charters, and 
was expressly given up in that which was granted to Lord Baltimore for 
Maryland. Now this Clause, which is nothing more than the Eenuncia- 
tion of obsolete Prerogative, is quoted in our News Papers, as if it was 
a Kenunciation of the Eights of Parliament to raise Taxes. Whereas 
the King in that Charter stipulated only /or Mmself, his Heirs, and Suc- 
cessors, not to raise Taxes by virtue of the Prerogative Eoyal : which 
certainly he might do ; and which was very proper to be done for the 
Encouragement and Security of a new Colony. But he could not stipu- 
late for the Parliament ; and indeed he did not attempt to do it. 

[It was not a Renunciation of Eight of Parliament ; there was no 
need of such a Eenunciation, for Parliament had not then pretended to 
such a Eight. But since the Eoyal Faith was pledg'd by the King for 
himself & his Successors, how can any succeeding King, without vio- 
lating that Faith, even give his Assent to an Act of Parliament for 
such Taxation? [B. F.]] 

' A Fib, M' Dean ; In one Charter only, & that a late one, is the Par- 
liament mentioned : And the right reserved is only that of laying Duties 
on Commodities imported from the Colony or exported to it. [B. F.] 

' Suppositions & Implications will not weigh in these important Cases. 
[B. F.] 

' No Law or Constitution forbad the King's doing what he did in 
granting those Charters. [B. F.] 

* This Instance would be something, if London was not within the 
Eealm. Whereas the Colonies are without; and therefore 'tis nothing 
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respectable, without Offence, as the greatest of your Oolo- 
nies with regard to Property, and superior to many of them 
with respect to Numbers ; — ^this great City, I say, the Me- 
tropolis of the whole British Empire, hath long enjoyed, 
before the Colonies were ever thought of, the threefold 
Power of Jurisdiction, — ^Legislation, — and Taxation in cer- 
tain Oases : but no Man in his Senses ever yet supposed, 
that the City of London either was, or could be exempted 
by these Charters from Parliamentary Jurisdiction, or Par- 
liamentary Taxes; and if any Citizen should plead the 
Charters in Bar to Parliamentary Authority, or refuse to 
pay his Quota of the Land-Tax, because that Tax is not 
laid on by an Act of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common Council ; — I do not say indeed, that the Judges 
would commit him to Newgate ; — but I do verily believe, 
that they would order him to another Place of Confinement, 
much fitter for a Person in his unhappy Situation/ 

And now, my good Friend, what can you say to these 
things ? — The only thing which you ought to say, is, — that 
you did not see the Affair in its true Light before : and that 
you are sincerely sorry for having been so positive in a 
wrong Cause. Confuted most luidoubtedly you are beyond 
the Possibility of a Reply ,^ as far as the Law and Constitu- 
tion of the Realm are concerned in this Question. But in- 
deed it seems to me by certain Passages in your Letters, 
that, though you raise a terrible Outcry against the sup- 
posed violation of your Charters ; you yourself would not 
rest the Meriis of your Cause upon the Proof of such a 
Violation ; and that you would rather drop that Point, than 
attempt to justify the Charge, if called upon to do it. 

to the purpose, convinces no American of any tMng but the pert posi- 
tiveness & Ignorance of the Author. [B. F.] 

^ The difference between a Fool & a Madman is said to be, that the 
Fool reasons wrong from right Premises the Madman right but from 
wrong Premises. This seems the Case of our Author, & therefore 
that Place perhaps more suitable for him. [B. P.] 

* This is Hollowing before you are out of the Wood. [B. F.] 
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"What then is it, which you have next to oiFer? Oh! 
" The Unreasonableness ! the Injustice ! and the Cruelty of 
taxing a free People, without permitting them to have 
Representatives of their own to answer for them, and to 
maintain their fundamental Rights and Privileges !" 

Strange, that you did not discover these had things 
before ! Strange, that though the British Parliament has 
been, from the Beginning,^ thus unreasonable, thus unjust, 
and cruel towards you, by levying Taxes on many Com- 
modities outwards and inwards, — nay, by laying an internal 
Tax, the Posi^Tax for Example, on the whole British Em- 
pire in America ; — and, what is still worse, by making Laws 
to affect your Property, viz. your Paper Currency, and 
even to take away Life itself, if you offend against them; 
— Strange and unaccountable, I say, that after you had suf- 
fered all this so long, you should not have been able to have 
discovered, that you were without Representatives in the 
British Parliament, of your own electing, till this enlighten- 
ing Tax upon Paper opened your Eyes ! And what a pity 
is it, that you have been Slaves for so many Generations, 
and yet did not know, that you were Slaves until now.^ 

But let that Pass, my dear Cousin ; for I always choose 
to confute you in your own way. ISTow, if you mean any 
thing at all by the Words unreasonable, unjust, and cruel, 
as used in this Dispute ; you must mean, that the Mother 
Country deals worse by you, than by the Lihabitants of 
Great Britain ; and that she denies certain Constitutional 
Rights and Privileges to you abroad, which we enjoy here 

^ False ! Never before the Eestoration. [B. F.] 

^ The Parliament it is acknowledged have made made many oppressive 
Laws relating to America which have passed without Opposition partly 
thro' the Weakness of the Colonies, partly thro' their Inattention to the 
full Extent of their Eights when employ'd in Labour to procure the 
Necessaries of Life. But that is a wicked Guardian, & a Shameless one, 
who first takes Advantage of the Weakness incident to Minority, cheats 
& Imposes on his Pupil ; & when that Pupil comes of Age, urges those 
very Impositions as Precedents to justify continuing them & adding 
others! [B. F.] 
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at home. Now pray what are those Constitutional Rights 
and Liberties, which are refused to you ? Name them, if 
you can. — The things, which you pretend to alledge are, 
" The Eights of voting for Members of the British Parlia- 
ment ; and the Liberty of choosing your own Representa- 
tives." But surely you will not dare to say, that we refuse 
your Yotes, when you come hither to offer them, and choose 
to poll : you cannot have the Face to assert, that on an 
Election Day any Difference is put between the Yote of a 
Man born in America, and of one born here in England.-^ 
Yet this you must assert, and prove too, before you can do 
any thing to the present Purpose. Suppose therefore, that 
an American hath acquired a Yote (as he legally may, and 
many have done) in any of our Cities or Counties, Towns, 
or Boroughs ; suppose, that he is become a Freeman, or a 
Freeholder here in England ; — on that State of the Case, 
prove if you can, that his Yote was ever refused, because 
he was born in America: — ^Prove this, I say, and then I 
will allow, that your Complaints are very just ; and that 
you are indeed the much injured, the cruelly-treated People, 
you would make the World believe. 

But, my good Friend, is this supposed Refusal the real 
Cause of your Complaint ? Is this the G-rievance that calls 
so loudly for Redress ? Oh ! no, you have no Complaint of 
this sort to make : but the Cause of your Complaint is this ; 
that you live at too great a Distance from the Mother Coun- 
try to be present at our English Elections ; and that in Con- 

' This is all Banter & Insult, when you know the Impossibility of a 
Million of Freeholders coming over Sea to vote here. If their Free- 
holds in America are within the Eealm, why have they not, in virtue of 
those Freeholds, a Eight to vote in your Elections as well as an English 
Freeholder ? Sometimes we are told, that our Estates are by our Char- 
ters all in the Manor of East Greenwich and therefore all in England, 
and yet have we any Eight to vote among the Voters of East Greenwich ? 
Can we trade to the same Ports ? In this very Paragraph you suppose that 
we cannot vote in England if we come thither, till we have by Purchase 
acquired a Eight, therefore neither we nor our Estates are represented in 
England. [B. F.] 
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sequence of this Distance, the Freedom of our Towns, or the 
Freeholds in our Counties, as far as voting is concerned, are 
not worth attending to. It may be so ; but pray consider, 
if you yourselves do choose to make it inconvenient for you 
to come and vote, by retiring into distant Countries, — what 
is that to us ? ^ And why are we to be reproached for com- 
mitting a " Violation on the Birth-rights of Englishmen, 
which, if it be a Violation, is committed only by your- 
selves ?" It seems, you find it to be your particular Interest 
to live in the Colonies ; it seems, that you prefer the Emolu- 
ments of residing there to your Capacity, or Capability 
(take which Word you please) of residing and voting here. 
ISTow this is your own free Choice ; and we leave you at full 
Liberty to act as you think proper : but then, are we obliged 
to alter our Political System merely to accord with your 
Convenience ? Are we to change and new model our fixed 
and ancient Constitution, just as you shall see fit to com- 
mand us ? and according as it shall please you to remove 
from Place to Place ? and is this the Complaisance, which 
you expect the Mother Country should shew to her dutiful 
Children ? Yes, it is ; and you demand it too with a loud 
Voice, full of Anger, of Defiance, and Denunciation.^ 

However, the Lion is not always so fierce as he is painted ; 
— and till we are beaten into a Compliance, it is to be hoped, 
that we may be allowed to expostulate with you in a few 
harmless, unbloody Words. Granting therefore, that the 
Colonies are unrepresented in the British Parliament: 
Granting that two Millions of People in America have, in 

' This is all beside tlie Mark. The Americans are by their Constitu- 
tions provided with a Eepresentation & therefore need nor desire any in 
the British Parliament. They have never ask'd any such Thing. They 
only say, since we have a Eight to grant our own Money to the King ; 
since we have Assemblies where we are represented for such Purposes, 
why will you meddle out of your Sphere, take the Money that is ours 
and give it as yours without our Consent? [B. F.] 

^ An absolute Falshood: "We never demanded in any Manner much 
less in the Manner you mention, that the Mother Country should change 
her Constitution. [B. F.] 
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this respect, no Choice, nor Election of their own, through 
the Necessity of the Case, and their Distance from the 
Place of Election : — ^What would you infer from this Con- 
cession ? And wherein can such Kind of Topics support 
your Cause ? For know, young Man, that not only two 
Millions, which are the utmost, that your exaggerated 
Accounts can be swelled to; — ^I say, not only two Mil- 
lions, but six Millions at least of the Inhabitants of Great 
Britain, are still unrepresented in the British Parliament. 
And this Omission arises, not from the Necessity of the 
Case, not from consulting Interest and Convenience as 
with you, but from original Ideas of Gothic Yassalage,-— 
from various Casualties and Accidents, — from Changes in 
the Nature of Property, — ^from the Alteration of Times and 
Circumstances, — and from a thousand other Causes.'- Thus, 
for Example, in the great Metropolis, and in many other 
Cities, landed Property itself hath no Representative in Par- 
liament ; Copyholds and Leaseholds of various Kinds have 
none likewise, though of ever so great a Value. This you 
yourself very well know ; because when you were here last, 
you knew, that I was possessed of considerable landed 
Property in London, and of several Copyholds and bene- 
ficial Leaseholds in the Country, and yet that I never had a 
Vote.^ Moreover, in some Towns neither Freedom, nor 
Birth-right, nor the serving of an Apprenticeship, shall en- 
title a Man to give a Vote, thoiigh they may enable him to 
set up a Trade : In other Towns the most numerous, the 
most populous, and flourishing of any, there are no Free- 
doms or Votes of any Sort ; but all is open ; and none are 
represented. And besides all this, it is well known, that the 

' Why then do you not give them a Eepresentation ? [B. F.] 
'^ Copyholds and Leaseholds are suppos'd to be represented in the 
original Landlord of whom they are held. Thus all the Land in Eng- 
land is in fact represented notwithstanding what he here says. As to 
those who have no Landed Property in a Country, the allowing them to 
Yote for Legislators is an Impropriety. They axe transient Inhabitants, 
& not so connected with the Welfare of the State which they may quit 
when they please, as to qualify them properly for such Privilege. [B. F.] 
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great Bast India Company, which have such vast Settlements, 
and which dispose of the Fate of Kings and Kingdoms 
abroad, have not so much as a single Member, or even a 
single Vote, quatenus a Company, to watch over their Inter- 
ests at home.^ "What likewise shall we say in regard to the 
prodigious number of Stock-holders in our public Funds ? 
And may not their Property, perhaps little short of One 
HUNDRED Millions Sterling, as much deserve to be repre- 
sented in Parliament, as the scattered Townships, or strag- 
gling Houses of some of your Provinces in America ? ^ yet 
we raise no Commotions; we neither ring the Alarm-Bell, 
nor sound the Trumpet; but submit to be taxed without 
being represented : — and taxed too, let me tell you, for your 
sakes.' "Witness the additional Duties on our Lands, Win- 
dows, Houses ; — also on our Malt, Beer, Ale, Cyder, Perry, 

^ By tMs Argument it may be prov'd that no Man in England has a 
Vote. The Clergy have none as Clergymen ; the Lawyers have none as 
Lawyers, the Physicians none as Physicians, & so on. But if they have 
Votes as Freeholders that is sufficient : And that no Freeholder in 
America has for a Representative in the British Parliament. [B. F.] 

^ The Stock-holders are many of them Foreigners, and all may be so 
when they please, as nothing is more easy than the transferring of Stock, 
& conveying Property beyond Sea by BUls of Exchange. Such uncer- 
tain Subjects are therefore not properly vested with Eights relating to 
Government. [B. F.] 

' This is wickedly false. While the Colonies were weak & poor, not a 
Penny or a single Soldier was ever spared by Britain for their Defence : 
But as soon as the Trade with them became an Object, & a Fear arose 
that the French would seize that Trade & deprive her of it, she sent 
Troops to America unask'd. And now brings this Account of the Ex- 
pence against us, which should be rather carried to her own Merchants 
and Manufacturers. — ^We join'd our Troops & Treasure with hers, to 
help her in this War. Of this no Notice is taken. To refuse to pay a 
just Debt is Knavish : Not to return an Obligation is Ingratitude : But 
to demand Paym' of a Debt where none has been contracted, to forge a 
Bond or an Obligation in order to demand what was never due is in- 
famous Villainy. — Every year both King and Parliament (during the 
War) acknowledged that we had done more than our Part, & made us 
some Return, w""" is equivalent to a Receipt in full, and entirely sets 
aside this Monstrous Claim. [B. F.] 
VOL. sxy. — 21 
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Wines, Brandy, Rum, Coffee, Chocolate, &c. &c. &e. for de- 
fraying the Bxpences of the late War, — not forgetting the 
grievous Stamp-Duty itself. All this, I say, we submitted 
to, when you were, or at least, when you pretended to be, in 
great Distress : so that neither Men, almost to the last Drop 
of Blood we could spill, — nor Money, to the last Piece of 
Coin, were spared : but all was granted away, all was made 
a Sacrifice, when you cried out for Help.^ And the Debt 
which we contracted on this Occasion, is so extraordinary, 
as not to be parallelled in History. — It is to be hoped, for the 
Credit of human Nature, that the Returns which you have 
made us for these Succours, and your present Behaviour 
towards us, which perhaps are still more extraordinary, may 
not be parallelled likewise. 

1 Never. [B. F.] 
(To be continued. ) 



